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The year is now coming to an end. As we 
look back at our achievements this year, we 
can say with confidence that we have made 
great strides in our farmer communication 
programme through The Organic Farmer 
magazine, the i-TOF training centres and 
the TOFRadio programme. To cap it all, the 
programme  launched a Kiswahili magazine 
for Tanzanian farmers, Mkulima Mbunifu. 
  Our vision is to help transform agriculture 
in the country and the East African region 
in a way that benefits small-scale farmers, 
not only to produce food and rear live-
stock in an environmentally friendly way, 
but also to help them increase  yields and 
income. Small- scale farmers form 80 per 
cent of Kenya’s population and rely entirely 
on agriculture as their main source of food 
and income.
   Although we can say with certainty that a 
large number of farmers are changing their 
farming methods and realising very good 
results with guidance from the magazine, 
we have to remind all farmers that proper 
planning is the beginning of any successful 
farming enterprise. 
    With the new year in mind, it is impor-
tant that farmers sit down, look back and 
take stock of their activities in the ending 
year. Can the same crops they grew or 
productions methods be improved in the 
coming year? Where did they go wrong if 
they made losses?
   Agriculture is becoming such an expen-
sive and risky undertaking due to the high 
cost of inputs, management, and changing 
weather patterns. Farmers have to work in 
this environment and make a profit. It is 
important to know the market trends and 
even prices of various commodities to help 
you decide the best crop to grow next year. 
Dairy farmers have also to plan for their 
fodder requirements for the dry season.
   Proper planning helps in the optimum 
utilisation of farm resources. Proper plan-
ning cuts unnecessary costs and improves 
earnings. And this, exactly, is what this 
magazine wants. We hope farmers will set 
achievable targets for new year and work 
hard to meet them. 
We wish all of you a happy holiday 
season and a prosperous new year.
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Dirty sheds affect dairy cows
TOF - Perhaps 
farmers may 
wonder why we 
keep on repeat-
ing the impor-
tance of maintain-
ing hygiene in the 
cowshed. To them 
it may seem to be 
a non-issue because 
their animals still 
produce milk in 
these miserable 
sheds. Animal pro-
duction requires a 
high level of man-
agement if farmers 
expect to get maximum production 
levels and income from them. 
    A cow living in a dirty shed, full of 
urine and dung cannot be comfortable; 
this will affect its level of production. 
Dairy cows and all other domesticated 
animals require adequate space for rest 
and movement. Zero-grazing sheds 
in many homesteads resemble small 
cells in a prison; animals living in such 
confinements are stressed and their 

general health is greatly affected. They 
cannot be productive in such condi-
tions. 
   In this issue, an experienced dairy 
farmer, Wesley Ngeno gives some 
advice on how to keep dairy cows. 
He stresses the importance of hygiene, 
of record keeping, proper feeding – 
and writes about the ultimate need 
of acquire knowledge about dairy 
farming. Pages 4 & 5

Farmers, beware 
of fake feeds
The year 2011 started 
with an acute short-
age of animal feeds, 
which led to higher 
prices of feed for 
poultry, dairy cows 
and even pigs. Due 
to the high cost of 
raw materials, most 
manufacturers of 
feeds are still using 
low quality mate-
rial to make feeds, 
which has affected 
production in all 
these sub-sectors. 
  We would like to 
warn farmers to be 
especially careful 
when buying animal 
feeds. The best way 
to avoid this problem 
is to buy feeds from 
reputable compa-
nies even though 
the prices may be 
slightly higher than 
what other manu-
facturers  are offer-
ing.   

Farmers support tree planting
TOF-The year 2011 was declared as the International 
Year of the Forests. As part of this global effort to 
increase the earth’s tree cover, The Organic Farmer 
embarked on a series of articles whose aim was to 
educate farmers on tree planting and management. 

The farmers have fully embraced the tree 
planting effort. We were overwhelmed 
by the huge response including the 
requests for various types of tree seed-
lings for planting by farmers. We hope 
that they will use the knowledge they 
have acquired to plant more trees in 
future to meet their own needs and also 
restore the country’s forest cover.

   The many tree nurseries that have been set up by 
farmers are a clear indication that many of them 
are beginning to see the benefit of trees not only as 
one way of protecting our 
environment and biodiver-
sity but also as a source of 
income. In this last article in 
the series, we carry an inter-
view with Patrick Maundu, 
one of the leading forestry 
scientists in the country 
where he shows the impor-
tance of trees in maintain-
ing biodiversity.  Page 3
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A beautiful Tamarind tree in a 
shamba in Kitui.
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 b
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 c
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l c
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 d
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 c
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f b
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 c
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w
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w
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 p
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f p
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 p
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 p
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 f
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 c
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 f
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 o
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 m
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, c
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r t
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 c
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 d
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 d
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at
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ro
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 p
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 p
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, d
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 c
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, f
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er

os
io

n 
co

nt
ro

l, 
 e

co
no

m
ic

 g
ai

ns
 (t

im
be

r 
an

d 
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f f
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 b
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 s
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 d
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 c
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e 

va
lu

e 
of

 
tr
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re
es

 a
re

 s
ui

ta
bl

e 
fo

r 
di

ffe
re

nt
 a

ni
m

al
s. 

Th
e 

am
ou

nt
 o

f f
od

de
r 

th
at

 c
an

 b
e 

fe
d 

to
 e

ac
h 

ty
pe

 o
f a

ni
m

al
 is

 
al

so
 d

iff
er

en
t. 

W
e 

m
us

t 
gi

ve
 p

rio
rit

y 
to

 

th
es

e 
fo

dd
er

 p
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r f
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 m
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 f
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. 

W
e 

ca
n 

ge
t 

fu
ll 

be
ne

fit
s 

of
 

tr
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 o
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 m
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 d
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 d
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 p
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 o
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 t
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 c
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 c
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at
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 w
e 

ta
ke

 fo
r 
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y 
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 d
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 d
oe

s t
he

 cu
tti

ng
 d
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s b
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 c
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 b
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 m
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 o
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 d
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 o
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r. 

Th
e 

lo
st

 t
re

e 
m

ay
 b
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 b
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s b
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 c
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 d
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 d
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t b
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 p
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e c
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en
go

 v
ill

ag
e.

 W
he

ne
ve

r 
th

e 
yo

ut
h 

vi
si

t 
M

ah
as

i’s
 e

nt
er

ta
in

m
en

t 
ce

nt
re

 t
o 

w
at

ch
 fo

ot
ba

ll,
 h

e 
al

w
ay

s 
ta

ke
s 

op
po

r-
tu

ni
ty

 to
 in

tr
od

uc
e 

th
em

 to
 T

he
 O

rg
an

ic 
Fa

rm
er

 m
ag

az
in

e 
an

d 
sh

ar
e 

id
ea

s 
on

 
so

m
e 

of
 a

rt
ic

le
s i

n 
th

e 
m

ag
az

in
e.

   
A

pa
rt

 fr
om

 h
is

 b
us

in
es

se
s, 

M
ah

as
i i

s 
al

so
 g

ro
w

in
g 

w
at

er
m

el
on

s, 
w

hi
ch

 d
o 

w
el

l i
n 

th
e 

ar
ea

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

dr
y 

se
as

on
. 

W
ith

 h
is

 e
ar

ni
ng

s 
he

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ab

le
 to

 
he

lp
 h

is
 p

ar
en

ts
 a

nd
 p

ay
 sc

ho
ol

 fe
es

 fo
r 

hi
s 

si
st

er
 w

ho
 i

s 
st

ud
yi

ng
 a

t 
M

as
en

o 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

.
  

  
Th

e 
m

ag
az

in
e,

 to
ge

th
er

 w
ith

 o
th

er
 

m
at

er
ia

l 
at

 t
he

 i
-T

O
F 

ce
nt

re
 h

as
 n

ow
 

be
co

m
e 

an
 

im
po

rt
an

t 
re

so
ur

ce
 

fo
r 

yo
ut

h 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

fa
rm

er
s 

in
 M

aj
en

go
 

ar
ea

 w
ho

 n
ow

 u
se

 i
t 

to
 g

et
 i

nf
or

m
a-

tio
n 

on
 v

ar
io

us
 p

ro
bl

em
s 

th
ey

 f
ac

e.
 

Th
ey

 a
ls

o 
ge

t 
an

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

 t
o 

as
k 

th
e 

i-T
O

F 
ex

te
ns

io
n 

w
or

ke
r 

qu
es

tio
ns

 
on

 v
ar

io
us

 is
su

es
 t

ha
t 

en
ab

le
 t

he
m

 t
o 

im
pr

ov
e 

on
 th

ei
r f

ar
m

in
g 

pr
ac

tic
es

. 

A
ns

w
er

s i
n 

br
ie

f
C

om
po

st
 fe

rt
ili

ze
rs

H
ow

 o
fte

n 
sh

ou
ld

 o
ne

 a
pp

ly
 c

om
po

st
 

fe
rt

ili
ze

rs
?

Th
is

 d
ep

en
ds

 m
ai

nl
y 

on
 th

e 
fe

rt
ili

ty
 o

f 
yo

ur
 la

nd
. C

om
po

st
 is

 n
ot

 a
 v

er
y 

co
n-

ce
nt

ra
te

d 
fe

rt
ili

ze
r 

bu
t 

a 
so

il 
am

en
d-

m
en

t t
ha

t i
m

pr
ov

es
 s

oi
l s

tr
uc

tu
re

 a
nd

 
so

il 
fe

rt
ili

ty
, a

nd
 su

pp
or

ts
 p

la
nt

 h
ea

lth
. 

It 
is

 u
su

al
ly

 a
pp

lie
d 

ev
er

y 
se

as
on

 a
t 

pl
an

tin
g.

  A
dd

iti
on

al
 to

p-
dr

es
si

ng
, e

.g
. 

w
ith

 m
an

ur
e 

an
d 

pl
an

t t
ea

s, 
is

 b
en

ef
i-

ci
al

. 
O

rg
an

ic
 m

at
te

r i
m

pr
ov

es
 s

oi
l

M
y 

so
ils

 d
o 

no
t 

ke
ep

 w
at

er
 f

or
 lo

ng
. 

W
ha

t c
ou

ld
 b

e 
th

e 
re

as
on

 fo
r t

hi
s?

Th
is

 c
an

 b
e 

du
e 

to
 h

ig
h 

sa
nd

 c
on

te
nt

 
or

 lo
w

 lo
am

 c
on

te
nt

 (“
lig

ht
 s

oi
l”

). 
Tr

y 
us

in
g 

or
ga

ni
c 

co
m

po
st

 m
an

ur
e 

an
d 

ad
d 

al
l 

th
e 

or
ga

ni
c 

m
at

te
r 

yo
u 

ca
n 

m
an

ag
e 

to
 g

et
 b

y 
us

in
g 

m
ul

ch
es

 a
nd

 
gr

ee
n 

m
an

ur
es

 f
ro

m
 h

ed
ge

s, 
w

ee
ds

, 
tr

ee
 t

rim
m

in
gs

 e
tc

. T
hi

s 
al

so
 r

ed
uc

es
 

w
at

er
 e

va
po

ra
tio

n.
 I

n 
on

e 
or

 t
w

o 
se

as
on

s 
yo

u 
sh

ou
ld

 s
ee

 a
n 

im
pr

ov
e-

m
en

t, 
an

d 
af

te
r 

4-
5 

ye
ar

s, 
yo

ur
 s

oi
l 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
m

uc
h 

ric
he

r a
nd

 h
av

e 
be

tte
r 

w
at

er
 h

ol
di

ng
 c

ap
ac

ity
. 

So
ya

 b
ea

ns
 in

 c
on

ce
nt

ra
te

s
C

an
 I

 u
se

 s
oy

a 
be

an
s 

w
hi

le
 p

re
pa

r-
in

g 
m

y 
co

nc
en

tr
at

e?
  R

em
i W

am
al

w
a,

 
N

ga
la

si
a 

gr
ou

p
In

 f
ac

t, 
so

ya
 b

ea
n 

(b
y-

) 
pr

od
uc

ts
 a

re
 

of
te

n 
us

ed
 in

 c
om

m
er

ci
al

 d
ai

ry
 fe

ed
s. 

Th
ey

 a
re

 r
ic

h 
in

 p
ro

te
in

 a
nd

 e
ne

rg
y.

 
In

 o
rd

er
 t

o 
m

ax
im

iz
e 

yo
ur

 i
nc

om
e 

fr
om

 s
oy

a 
be

an
s, 

yo
u 

m
ay

 c
on

si
de

r 
pr

es
si

ng
 th

e 
oi

l f
irs

t a
nd

 th
en

 fe
ed

 th
e 

so
ya

 c
ak

e 
as

 p
ar

t o
f y

ou
r 

co
nc

en
tr

at
e.

 
So

yb
ea

ns
 s

ho
ul

d 
no

t m
ak

e 
m

or
e 

th
an

 
10

 to
 1

5%
 o

f t
he

 to
ta

l r
at

io
n 

dr
y 

m
at

te
r, 

as
 th

ey
 m

ay
 c

au
se

 s
co

ur
in

g,
 a

ci
do

si
s, 

an
d 

de
cr

ea
se

d 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
.

D
o 

no
t s

to
re

 li
qu

id
 m

an
ur

e 
fo

r l
on

g
D

oe
s 

liq
ui

d 
m

an
ur

e 
ex

pi
re

 a
nd

 a
fte

r 
ho

w
 lo

ng
? 

Li
qu

id
 m

an
ur

e 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

us
ed

 a
s 

fa
st

 
as

 p
os

si
bl

e.
 O

r 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 a

t 
le

as
t 

to
 

cl
os

e 
th

e 
dr

um
 p

ro
pe

rly
 a

fte
r 

us
in

g 
th

e 
liq

ui
d 

m
an

ur
e,

 
ot

he
rw

is
e 

th
e 

ni
tr

og
en

 w
ill

 d
is

ap
pe

ar
 i

nt
o 

th
e 

ai
r. 

So
m

e 
cr

op
s 

lik
e 

m
ai

ze
 c

an
 d

o 
w

ith
 

qu
ite

 st
ro

ng
 so

lu
tio

ns
. 

D
ia

to
m

ite
 is

 g
oo

d 
in

 p
ou

ltr
y 

fe
ed

C
an

 D
ia

to
m

ite
 a

ls
o 

be
 m

ix
ed

 w
ith

 
th

e 
bi

rd
 f

ee
d 

to
 c

at
er

 f
or

 t
he

 in
te

rn
al

 
pa

ra
si

te
s?

Ye
s, 

di
at

om
ite

 c
an

 b
e 

fe
d 

to
 c

hi
ck

en
s, 

du
ck

s, 
ge

es
e,

 t
ur

ke
ys

 o
r 

an
y 

ot
he

r 
bi

rd
. A

pa
rt

 f
ro

m
 c

on
tr

ol
lin

g 
w

or
m

s, 
di

at
om

ite
 

co
nt

ai
ns

 
se

ve
ra

l 
m

in
er

-
al

s 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 o
f 

be
ne

fit
 t

o 
ch

ic
ke

ns
. 

Be
si

de
s, 

th
e 

eg
gs

he
lls

 w
ill

 b
e 

st
ro

ng
er

 
be

ca
us

e 
di

at
om

ite
 h

as
 h

ig
h 

ca
lc

iu
m

 
le

ve
ls

.  

fo
un

d 
th

at
 t

he
 i

nc
re

as
e 

in
 c

ro
p 

yi
el

d 
du

e 
to

 p
ol

lin
at

io
n 

ra
ng

ed
 b

et
w

ee
n 

25
 

pe
r 

ce
nt

 fo
r 

to
m

at
oe

s 
to

 m
or

e 
th

an
 9

9 
pe

r c
en

t f
or

 sq
ua

sh
.  

   
   

  
   

Th
er

e 
w

as
 a

ls
o 

a 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 in
cr

ea
se

 
in

 t
he

 q
ua

lit
y 

of
 s

ee
d 

am
on

g 
su

ch
 

cr
op

s 
as

 s
un

flo
w

er
, w

hi
ch

 r
ec

or
de

d 
a 

21
 %

 in
cr

ea
se

 in
 y

ie
ld

. F
ru

it 
si

ze
 in

 ca
p-

si
cu

m
s 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
by

 2
9 

pe
r 

ce
nt

. T
he

 
co

nt
rib

ut
io

n 
of

 b
ee

 p
ol

lin
at

io
n 

to
 t

he
 

fa
rm

er
s’ 

in
co

m
e 

in
 th

e 
st

ud
y 

ar
ea

 w
as

 
re

co
rd

ed
 a

t 
50

 p
er

 c
en

t 
of

 t
he

 a
nn

ua
l 

va
lu

e 
of

 t
he

 s
el

ec
te

d 
cr

op
s. 

Th
e 

ne
t 

be
ne

fit
 w

as
 4

0 
pe

r 
ce

nt
, w

hi
ch

 s
ho

w
s 

th
at

 b
ee

 p
ol

lin
at

io
n 

ha
s 

di
re

ct
 b

en
ef

it 
to

 fa
rm

er
s.

H
ow

 to
 a

ttr
ac

t b
ee

s t
o 

a 
ne

w
 h

iv
e

ob
se

rv
e 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g:

so
m

e 
m

el
te

d 
be

es
w

ax
 s

o 
it 

sm
el

ls
 n

ic
e 

to
 th

e 
be

es
.

on
 a

 b
ra

nc
h,

 w
ea

r 
yo

ur
 b

ee
 s

ui
t 

an
d 

sm
ok

e 
th

em
 g

en
tly

 so
 a

s n
ot

 to
 d

is
tu

rb
 

th
em

.

ot
he

r 
co

nt
ai

ne
r, 

if 
th

e 
qu

ee
n 

fa
lls

 in
to

 
th

e 
ca

tc
he

r b
ox

, t
he

 re
st

 o
f t

he
 b

ee
s w

ill
 

fo
llo

w
. W

ai
t 

fo
r 

20
 m

in
ut

es
 o

r 
so

. T
ry

 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

pr
oc

es
s a

ga
in

. O
nc

e 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 

th
e 

be
es

, l
ea

ve
 th

e 
bo

x 
in

 s
ha

dy
 p

la
ce

 
un

til
 e

ve
ni

ng
. 

M
ak

e 
su

re
 i

t 
do

es
 n

ot
 

be
co

m
e 

ho
t 

in
 t

he
 c

on
ta

in
er

, y
ou

 c
an

 
co

ve
r i

t w
ith

 d
am

p 
cl

ot
h 

to
 k

ee
p 

it 
co

ol
.  

W
he

n 
ev

en
in

g 
co

m
es

, y
ou

 c
an

 ta
ke

 th
e 

be
es

 h
om

e 
an

d 
sh

ak
e 

th
em

 i
nt

o 
th

e 
em

pt
y 

hi
ve

. 
  

 I
f 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 a
no

th
er

 h
iv

e,
 g

iv
e 

be
es

 
a 

co
m

b 
w

ith
 s

om
e 

ho
ne

y 
an

d 
a 

br
oo

d 
co

m
b 

w
ith

 e
gg

s 
fr

om
 a

no
th

er
 h

iv
e 

to
 

en
co

ur
ag

e 
th

em
 to

 st
ay

.

Is
 i

t 
ea

sy
 t

o 
at

tr
ac

t 
be

es
 i

nt
o 

a 
ne

w
 

be
eh

iv
e?

M
an

y 
be

ek
ee

pe
rs

 f
ac

e 
th

e 
pr

ob
le

m
 o

f 
be

e 
oc

cu
pa

tio
n 

in
 t

he
ir 

ne
w

 h
iv

es
. 

If 
yo

u 
en

co
un

te
r 

th
e 

pr
ob

le
m

 y
ou

 n
ee

d 
to

 c
he

ck
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

to
p 

ba
rs

 o
f t

he
 h

iv
e.

be
 c

le
an

 a
nd

 p
es

t-f
re

e.

in
 i

t, 
th

e 
hi

ve
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 c
le

an
ed

 a
nd

 
de

gr
ea

se
d-

be
es

 d
o 

no
t l

ik
e 

a 
di

rt
y 

hi
ve

. 
It 

is
 i

m
po

rt
an

t 
to

 c
he

ck
 i

f 
it 

is
 t

he
 

sw
ar

m
in

g 
se

as
on

-th
is

 is
 th

e 
tim

e 
w

he
n 

be
es

 re
pr

od
uc

e 
th

em
se

lv
es

 a
nd

 fl
y 

ou
t 

of
 th

e 
ol

d 
hi

ve
.

  
 D

ur
in

g 
th

e 
sw

ar
m

in
g 

se
as

on
, b

ee
s 

ca
n 

ea
si

ly
 o

cc
up

y 
a 

hi
ve

. E
xp

er
ie

nc
ed

 
be

ek
ee

pe
rs

 c
an

 a
ls

o 
ca

tc
h 

a 
sw

ar
m

 o
f 

be
es

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 t

he
 p

er
io

d 
w

he
n 

th
er

e 
is

 a
 l

ot
 o

f 
ne

ct
ar

. T
he

y 
sh

ou
ld

 i
gn

or
e 

sm
al

l s
w

ar
m

s a
nd

 g
o 

fo
r t

he
 b

ig
 o

ne
s. 

  
 T

o 
ca

tc
h 

be
es

, 
it 

is
 i

m
po

rt
an

t 
to

 

C
ro

ss
-b

re
ed

in
g 

Fl
ec

kv
ie

h 
an

d 
Ze

bu
I 

w
ou

ld
 l

ik
e 

to
 k

no
w

 w
he

th
er

 t
he

 
Fl

ec
kv

ie
h 

br
ee

d 
ca

n 
be

 c
ro

ss
ed

 w
ith

 
th

e 
Ea

st
 A

fr
ic

an
 Z

eb
u 

fe
m

al
e 

co
w

s?
 

A
nd

 i
f 

ye
s, 

ca
n 

th
e 

of
fs

pr
in

g 
su

rv
iv

e 
in

 U
ka

m
ba

ni
 a

re
a?

 C
ar

ol
 0

71
7 

07
8 

60
3

It 
is

 p
os

si
bl

e 
to

 cr
os

s E
as

t A
fr

ic
an

 Z
eb

u 
w

ith
 F

le
ck

vi
eh

 b
re

ed
. 

In
de

ed
 m

an
y 

fa
rm

er
s 

ar
e 

al
re

ad
y 

do
in

g 
it 

in
 m

an
y 

pa
rt

s 
of

 t
he

 c
ou

nt
ry

. 
H

ow
ev

er
 y

ou
 

w
ill

 re
qu

ire
 a

n 
ex

pe
rt

 to
 e

va
lu

at
e 

yo
ur

 
Ze

bu
 c

ow
 b

ef
or

e 
se

rv
in

g 
it 

w
ith

 F
le

ck
-

vi
eh

 b
ul

l. 
Th

e 
re

as
on

 f
or

 p
rio

r 
as

se
ss

-
m

en
t 

is
 t

o 
m

ak
e 

su
re

 t
ha

t 
yo

ur
 c

ow
 

do
es

 n
ot

 h
av

e 
a 

di
ffi

cu
lt 

ca
lv

in
g.

 M
os

t 
Ze

bu
 c

at
tle

 a
re

 s
m

al
l i

n 
si

ze
, t

hi
s 

co
ul

d 
be

 a
 p

ro
bl

em
 w

he
n 

it 
co

m
es

 to
 ca

lv
in

g.
 

If 
yo

ur
 Z

eb
u 

is
 to

o 
sm

al
l i

n 
si

ze
, i

t w
ill

 
ha

ve
 d

iff
ic

ul
tie

s 
ca

lv
in

g 
do

w
n 

be
ca

us
e 

th
e 

ca
lf 

w
ill

 b
e 

to
o 

bi
g 

fo
r 

its
 s

iz
e.

 
In

 t
hi

s 
ca

se
, 

w
e 

w
ou

ld
 a

dv
is

e 
yo

u 
to

 s
er

ve
 i

t 
w

ith
 a

 j
er

se
y 

bu
ll,

 w
hi

ch
 

is
 a

n 
eq

ua
lly

 g
oo

d 
ex

ot
ic

 b
re

ed
. 

Yo
u 

ca
n 

co
ns

ul
t a

 v
et

er
in

ar
ia

n 
ne

ar
 y

ou
 s

o 
th

at
 t

he
y 

ca
n 

se
e 

th
e 

co
w

 a
nd

 a
dv

is
e 

yo
u 

ac
co

rd
in

gl
y. 

A
s r

eg
ar

ds
 su

rv
iv

al
 in

 
yo

ur
 a

re
a,

 th
e 

Fl
ec

kv
ie

h 
co

w
 is

 a
 h

ar
dy

 
br

ee
d,

 if
 c

ro
ss

ed
 w

ith
 a

 z
eb

u 
w

hi
ch

 is
 

an
 e

qu
al

ly
 h

ar
dy

 b
re

ed
, t

he
n 

yo
u 

w
ill

 
ha

ve
 a

 r
ea

lly
 g

oo
d 

br
ee

d 
th

at
 w

ill
 n

ot
 

on
ly

 g
iv

e 
yo

u 
m

or
e 

m
ilk

 b
ut

 a
ls

o 
on

e 
th

at
 is

 n
ot

 p
ro

ne
 to

 d
is

ea
se

s, 
ap

ar
t f

ro
m

 
su

rv
iv

in
g 

on
 le

ss
 fe

ed
.

H
ay

 is
 u

su
al

ly
 d

ry
 g

ra
ss

 a
nd

 d
ry

 g
ra

ss
 

ha
s 

go
t 

no
 n

ut
rie

nt
s 

in
 t

he
m

, s
o 

w
hy

 
gi

ve
 th

em
 to

 a
ni

m
al

s?
H

ay
 o

r 
gr

as
s 

in
 g

en
er

al
 is

 th
e 

fo
un

da
-

tio
n 

of
 t

he
 d

ie
t 

of
 a

ll 
gr

az
in

g 
an

im
al

s 
(r

um
in

an
ts

). 
H

ay
 c

an
 p

ro
vi

de
 a

s 
m

uc
h 

as
 1

00
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Selling & buyingWool productionis profitable

There are over 52 mills throughout the 
major urban centers in kenya, spanning 
from Nairobi to North Rift, Athi River, 
Eldoret, Kibwezi, Kisumu, Mombasa, 
Nanyuki, Nakuru, Thika, Ruiru. They 
are futher boosted by the EPZ and 
various wool merchants who export 
the wool directly to foreing markets.
The following are some of the mer-
chants, spinners and weavers;

Tel 0722 594 162, Eldoret.

Where to sell wool

Nanyuki.

46206, Nairobi.

25, Nanyuki.

Eldoret, 0722 476 098

Farmers can take advantage of the 
renewed demand for wool by rearing 
sheep, which are easy to manage. 

Frederick Njuguna

There is a huge demand for wool in 
Kenya at the moment; the small per-
centage of sheep breeders cannot meet 
the increasing wool demand in the 
Kenyan and the export market. This 
is attributed to history of mismanage-
ment of the wool and cotton industries 
that led to the collapse of Rivatex, 
Raymonds and other emerging wool 
processing industries in the past.
   However, the emergence of com-
panies like Ken Kit, Spin Kit 
and others has revived a new 
demand for wool production 
in Kenya, giving farmers an 
opportunity to venture into 
sheep rearing as an income 
generating venture. Conse-
quently, there are now new 
wool consuming market that 
includes the COMESA region, 
USA and even Europe.
Sheep rearing possible all 
over Kenya
The demand for both wool and 
sheep hair opens the opportu-
nity for every region in Kenya 
to venture into this growing 
industry. For instance in arid 
and semi arid areas e.g. North 
Eastern, Eastern, coastal, North 
Rift and parts of Nyanza; 
breeds such as Dorper, Persian 
black, red Masaai and Nyanza 
fat tail are ideal; in high rain-
fall cold areas like Central, Rift 
Valley, Western and parts of 
Coast and Nyanza areas wool breeds 
such as Merino, Romney mash, cor-
riendale and the Hampshire down are 
doing well.
Less investment but more profit 
With good husbandry, a small-scale 
farmer is bound to rake in high yields, 
from as little as zero capital injection. 
Sheep rearing is virtually practical 
throughout the country – irrespective 
of weather and climate.
    Sheep rearing is considered one of 

the easiest, less labor-intensive ven-
tures that require less attention by 
veterinarians (deforming and foot 
rot medication in high rainfall areas). 
Sheep generally browse in the fields 
and return late in the evenings, they 
give birth twice a year. That means, 
with 1 ram (male) and 2 ewes (female), 
a farmer will have about 31 heads of 
sheep stock within three years. Lambs 
reach maturity within a year, shearing 
is done twice a year, preferably after 
cold seasons or prior to lambing for 
ewes.
Wool prices gone up
A single sheep can produce between 
5kgs up to 33kgs fleece per year; the 

cost of shearing per sheep will range 
from Ksh 10 up to Ksh 70. Initially the 
price of fleece was Ksh 40 per kg. But 
now wool prices have gone up; com-
panies are paying between Ksh 80 up 
to Ksh 140 per kilo, depending on the 
quality of the wool. Through market-
ing co-operatives, farmers can avoid 
exploitation from middlemen, they can 
sell directly to spinning companies. 
Apart from the fleece, sheep produce 
both meat and manure. They are there-
fore a good investment for farmers.

Products for sale: Hiro Oganic 
Farmers group in Kaimosi has the fol-
lowing products for sale: White radish, 
egg Plants, cucumber, green pepper. 
Interested buyers can contact Suwako 
Nagata on 0701 414 212 OR neruda-
suwa@yahoo.co.je.
Poultry and fish for sale: Kili enter-
prises based in Machakos are produc-
ers of poultry including day and week 
old Kienyeji, Kenbro chicks, turkey 
and fish fingerlings. Contact Lilian, 
Kili Enterprises Management
Turkey for sale: we are looking for 
buyers interested in Turkeys, geese 
and ducks. Our farm is found in Ruai-
Nairobi. Tony M. Wenani Mobile 
Tel:+254 722 690 395, 254 734 690 395
Land for sale: The El-Paraiso farm 
wants to relocate to a 3-Acre farming 
land in Nanyuki. We are therefore 
selling our one-acre piece of land 
located near Kerugoya-Karatina road 
at Kagumo; A coffee and tea growing 
zone; electricity; 90 coffee stems, half 
acre Napier Grass, 100 rabbit cages, a 
3 bed-roomed house, a zero grazing 
unit of 15 cows; chicken cage on top 
of zero grazing with a capacity of 
2000 layers; 8 calf/goat pens; water 
tank 6000 litres; chaff cutter; A 60 feet 
well; good network of piped water for 
irrigation; A well-fenced home area 
contact sokohr@gmail.com 0722 460 
066 Facebook.
Chicks for sale: Alysaly Poultry Inter-
national has Kenbro chicks ready for 
sale, 3 weeks old chicks at Ksh 200, 2 
week-old chicks at Ksh 165, 1-week-
old chicks at Ksh130 and day old 
chicks at Ksh 95. For more details call 
0723619238.
Bamboo for sale: I have bamboo seed-
lings for sale at Ksh 30 per seedling, 
get in touch with me @ info.mtkenya@
gmail.com

Infonet-biovision is an information 
platform for organic farmers. What-
ever you would like to know about 
the ecological methods for the control 
of pests and parasite infestations of 
plants, humans and animals – Infonet-
biovision will have an answer. You just 
go to the Internet, either at home or at 
a cybercafe and type in: www.infonet-
biovision.org You can order the most 
updated version on CD. Send us Ksh 
200 on 0717 444 405 and then SMS 
us your 
address, 
a n d 
we will 
send you 
the CD 
immedi-
ately. 


